
 

      AP TESTS 

ACTION ITEMS! 

Freshman 

 Start your Senior Biography  

Sophomores 

 Begin some planning for 
the future.  Consider this 
10th Grade Guide 

Juniors 

 Start essays for potential 
colleges 

 Request final transcripts 

 August 1—common app 
opens 

Seniors 

 Move the college you’re 
attending in Naviance to 
find scholarships! 

 Update 2021 Class with 
whatever your plans are 
post graduation. 

The PCS College Connection has a new look!  It will focus more on ideas for all students pre

– and post-graduation in a shorter, concise version with links to other resources.  

Bob Brennan / School Counselor & Registrar  / bbrennan@plumsteadchristian.org / 215-766-8073, x211  

WHAT WILL WE DO ALL SUMMER? 

While it’s tempting to spend the summer sleeping and your brain could 

use a break, don’t shut down completely.  Staying busy can help a college 

or job application, it’s a great preparation for real life after school which 

doesn’t shut down in the summer, and keeping active creates life-long 

habits.  But how do you decide?  Think about your future, activities you 

like, areas you are interested in, abilities you can improve on, or pursuits 

that would just be fun! 

 Find a specialized program like a Mock Trial camp or leadership conference through Teen Life or National 

Student Leadership Conference or Shemmassian. 

 Take a college class at a local community college or online.  There are even free ones at sites like 

edX and Coursera. 

 Get involved in research by helping in a lab at a nearby college. 

 Create a project like forming a garage band or practice your creative writing.   

 Get a job (enough said!).  Navigate ideas to finding a summer job on this blog! 

 Start a business babysitting or walking dogs or teaching computer skills to the elderly.  Use your friends 

and family network endlessly! 

 Volunteer at nursing homes or animal shelters or food banks or just pick up trash along the road or at a 

park.  Try Volunteer Match for ideas. 

 Apply for internships.  Although unpaid, you’ll learn great skills.  Learn more. 

 Observe a profession you may be interest in by job shadowing. 

 Start your SAT/ACT or PSAT prep, free on the testing sites or Khan Academy or Test Prep Preview. 

 Visit colleges.  Even drive-by’s can give you a feel for the type of campus you’d like.  Or go online for a 

virtual visit (see 2021 Spring Graduate Guidance for lots of tips) 

May 6 - US History 

May 12 - Language 

May 14 - Biology 

May 17 - Computer Science 

May 24—Calculus AB 

June 12 (reg by May 7) 

July 17 (reg by June 18) 

Sept 11 (reg by Aug 6) 

Oct 23 (reg by Sept 17) 

Dec 11 (reg by Nov 5) 

Some dates may have late registration.  

Check websites. 

June 5 (reg by May 6) 

 

Anticipated 2021 test dates. Subject to 

change. Registration info n/a yet 

August 28  October 2 

November 6 December 4 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.act.org/
https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup
https://info.collegevine.com/10th-grade-guide
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YW5XIGQHB80V1DUmQGWKQy0kJx74UAC4-uiwkT1GA8s/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teenlife.com/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/
https://www.shemmassianconsulting.com/blog/summer-programs-for-high-school-students
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://blog.collegevine.com/how-to-navigate-your-job-search-in-high-school/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/
https://www.niche.com/blog/how-high-school-students-can-land-a-great-internship/
https://mycollegeguide.org/blog/2018/12/summer-internships-for-high-school-students/#x3
https://blog.prepscholar.com/job-shadowing-for-high-school-students
https://www.testprepreview.com/


Rejection into Rejoicing (aka Lemons into Lemonade) 
You did not get into your first choice.  What now?  (Adapted from one student's experience) 

No matter how often we face rejection, dealing with it never gets easier. When we're rejected in major life decisions that alter 
our future plans, it can cause feelings of failure and disappointment. But realizing that God has a plan, we need to learn how to 
move forward with hope towards new opportunities. Rejection causes a change in our circumstances but does not have to 
define us. While rejection will always exist, the process of accepting and learning from the answer "no" can determine how we 
face our future. 
 
My personal rejection ultimately led me to my current college.  After years of hard work to attend my first choice,  I only needed 
to read “Thank you for your application” to know. In this moment, the seed of disappointment was planted and would grow, 
finally sprouting into the feeling of complete and utter failure. Everything I worked for was gone, plucked from my hands just 
like a balloon ripped from a child’s hand in a windstorm.  As that child looks up to the sky and watches their balloon rise into the 
clouds, I too looked up. I watched my hope disappear and asked God, “Why?”. The feeling of disappointment overcame my 
life, and I would not be the same unless I could overcome my feeling of failure.  
 
Receiving the rejection letter two weeks before National Decision Day, I needed to quickly decide on a college to attend. De-
jected, I half-heartedly wore the college shirt on May 1st, I begrudgingly announced my commitment on social media, and I 
unenthusiastically called relatives to tell them. My life was still being overwhelmed by a sense of failure; I was not yet able to 
come to terms with my rejection. I tried to picture myself at the new place but only saw myself in the past. That night, I took a 
deep breath and prayed, giving my feelings of failure and disappointment to God. I asked Him to help me deal with my emo-
tions, put the past behind me, and look forward to the future. For the first time, I recognized that I could not continue this pro-
cess on my own, and I needed help. Unlike the child’s balloon which never comes back, I looked up in the sky and began to 
see my balloon of hope reappear.  
 
Slowly, I recognized all I could have. Day by day, God showed me opportunities I would be able to experience by not attending 
my first choice.  I could work with professors to conduct research on areas I am passionate about; join a different sports club or 
go fishing every week, spend time at the beach, and have my own free time. I knew God had allowed me to be rejected for a 
reason, and I accepted that He had a bigger plan for me than the one I envisioned.  Working through this allowed me to get 
excited rather than dreading my new choice. I looked at the possibilities and desired to explore even more paths.  My disap-
pointment had undergone a metamorphosis and emerged as excitement. As I looked up for my balloon of hope, I surprisingly 
didn’t see it. But in front of me I saw it leading me to bigger and better things.  I knew I was chasing the right balloon. Failure no 
longer creeps into my mind, invading my thoughts and taking over my life. Instead, a sense of overwhelming pride for overcom-
ing disappointment has opened my eyes to what the future would hold. Although rejection did not define who I am. I will be 
thankful for it because I know that God has His plan for my life in his hands. 

The Mixed Emotions of 
High School Graduation 

You’re happy.  You’re sad.  
Actually, you’re normal!  It’s a 
bittersweet time and you’re 
sure to experience at least a 
little bit of all these emotions. 

Exhaustion. A long year … You can use 
some downtime!   
 
Regrets. Classes, friends, events … Re-
flect on the lessons learned and memories 
made. 
 
Joy. Turning in that last paper or taking 
the last final is liberating! 
 
Nostalgia. It flew by but part of you may 
wish you could start again from the begin-
ning. 
 
Pride. Walking the stage to accept your 
diploma is an achievement that shouldn’t 
be taken lightly. Enjoy the moment. 
 
Anxiety. The end means a whole new 
unknown beginning looms ahead. 
 
Excitement. Use the summer to get 
ready for and imagine all of the possibili-
ties that the future brings! 

    A YEAR OF LASTS!  Or A YEAR OF FIRSTS?  You Decide!  (paraphrased and adapted from CBSouth 2018 graduation speech) 

   Many principals give a speech at the beginning of the year describing how a lot of our moments this year would be the last time we would ever get to experience them.  
And, it will be a “Year of Lasts” for sure. 
 
And while we faced covid limitations, these past years were the last time we planned a back to school dress-down day, and the last time we got ready with all of our friends 
for a dance.  We cheered the last time for our basketball team and rooted for our girls volleyball as they headed to Districts.   We felt the emotion of scoring our final goal in 
soccer or rounding third for the final time as we scored the last run of our high school baseball career.  We finished our last service project and fought our final case with the 
Mock Trial Team.  We played our final chord with orchestra, belted our final note with chorus, and rang our hand bells for the last ding.  
 
It can be difficult for us to look back on all of these good times and know in our hearts that we won’t experience them again.  It is hard for us to accept that all of those lasts 
are truly final—that we won’t  be doing them again. So yes, knowing we will never be able to do these again is sad!  But, instead we can look at this year as a “Year of 
Firsts” rather than a “Year of Lasts.” 
 
This year, we experienced our first stresses from writing college essays and filling out the common app.  But, for the first time, we felt the excitement of getting a college 
acceptance letter in the mail. We felt the pride of receiving our first full time job offer, and we felt the honor of signing a contract to serve in the military.   We became adults 
this year! We drove for the first time after 11, legally. We voted and made our voices heard.  
 
And now, as we move on to the next phase in life, we will experience many more firsts. We will pack ourselves up, move away from home, and live alone for the very first 
time. We won’t have our parents around to wake us up for those days when we just can’t seem to get out of bed.  These firsts are just the beginning for us. We have great 
things in store, and I know these firsts, will become our bests. Whether that means becoming the best writer, doctor, engineer, baker, mechanic, hairstylist, or parent, the 
PCS Class of 2021 will make an impact on our community, state, country, and beyond.  We should all be thankful for this school, our home, where we have grown up, have 
learned how to walk, and have become prepared for our next steps in life.  
 
Shortly, for the first time ever, we’ll be able to call ourselves high school graduates. So yes, graduation may be the last time we are all gathered together on these school 
grounds. But, it is also the first day of the rest of our lives, so looking to the future, we must always remember to hold onto our lasts, to be ready for our firsts, and to antici-
pate our bests. 

https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-planning/the-summer-before-college.html?acmpgn=O_CCD_CC2D_BM_A_OZCT
https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-planning/the-summer-before-college.html?acmpgn=O_CCD_CC2D_BM_A_OZCT


    SAT vs ACT:  What is the difference? 

   Ever since the SAT was redesigned, it is more closely related to the ACT.  Both: 

 Contain similar sections in a pre-determined order 

 Use rights-only scoring so no penalty for wrong answers 

 Contain passage-based Reading/English sections 

There are still differences that you should take into account.   

 Time per question.  SAT has slightly longer time frame with less questions so average time per 
question is greater. 

 Science.  ACT contains a section but SAT does incorporate scientific concepts into the Reading 
and Math sections 

 Calculators.  ACT allows you to use a calculator on all math questions but SAT has part of its 
math as “no calculators” 

 Math Concepts.  Both have a large emphasis on algebra but the ACT also focuses more on 
geometry and trigonometry than SAT and has some concepts that SAT doesn’t test at all. 

 Math Formulas.  SAT provides diagrams of math formulas.  ACT doesn’t 

 Math Final Score.  On the SAT, match counts for 1/2 your total score but the ACT is only 1/4 of 
the total. 

 Math Answer Choices.  ACT gives you 5 answer multiple choices to choose from.  SAT only 
has 4. 

 Grid-In Math Questions.  SAT is the only test that has fill-in-the-blank questions. 

 Evidence-Supported Reading.  SAT reading questions build off of previous questions.  ACT is 
not inter-connected. 

 Chronological Reading.  SAT has only questions in order of the passage but ACT can flow 
randomly. 

 Essays.  Effective June 1, Only the ACT has an optional essay (see News Bulletin) 

Which is right for you?   

 Take official practice tests 

 Take an SAT vs ACT Quiz to figure it out 

 Because the tests are similar now, your preparation is the same so consider taking both  

 Know your limitations (like how you handle time pressure and what type of questions are most 
challenging) 

Check out these comparison 
charts to determine key differences, and simi-
larities, between the 
two tests. 

SAT and ACT Tips and Strategies 

Here are tips to possibly improve your scores.  These are NOT substi-
tutes for studying content and gaining a deeper understanding of your 
mistakes on practice tests. 
 

ACT English and SAT Reading 
Read questions first 
Study word parts 
Know the difference between common homophones 
Pay attention to connotation and context 
Look for direct evidence for your answers 
 
ACT and SAT Math  
Focus test prep on algebra and geometry 
Pay attention to graphs 
Start with free-response questions 
Use a calculator if allowed 
If your answer doesn’t make sense, do it again 
Underline the key parts of word problems 
Memorize formulas 
 
ACT Science 
Remember  English skills 
Study prefixes, suffixes, and word parts 
Know every graph 
 
ACT Writing 
Memorize grammar rules 
Don’t use “don’t” 
Stay in third person 
Don’t start a paragraph with “the” 
Use active voice 
Proofread finished essay carefully 
Analyze and make notes, then write 
Use specific evidence 
 
SAT Test Day  
Get ready the night before 
Sleep (a lot) 
Eat breakfast and bring snacks 
and water 
Wear comfy clothes 
Arrive 15 min early 
Sit away from the door to avoid distractions 
 
During Test 
Skip difficult questions and return later 
Eliminate wrong answers  
Never leave a question blank 
Use booklet as scratch paper  
Leftover time—double-check your answers 
Stay calm—practice deep breathing if you get nervous 
 

Also great information for Class of 2023 who 

will be taking their first SAT/ACTs! 

College Board, administrators of 

the SAT, have announced that 

the elimination of the U.S. SAT 

Subject Tests and SAT with Essay effective after June 2021.  

Click here to learn more about how this may affect you. 

 

SAT and ACT Practice Tests     Click on an icon to find free, online practice tests. 

https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-vs-sat
https://www.collegexpress.com/articles-and-advice/test-prep/articles/sat-act/tips-tricks-and-strategies-taking-sat-and-act/
https://www.applerouth.com/testcomparison/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/4-act-tips
https://www.educationcorner.com/sat-test-taking-tips.html
https://blog.collegeboard.org/January-2021-sat-subject-test-and-essay-faq
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-length-practice-tests
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/free-act-test-prep.html
https://blog.prepscholar.com/complete-official-act-practice-tests-free-links


SUMMER  & JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Whether a summer job or starting a career, Pine Run is currently looking for FULL– 

and part-time including dining servers, housekeeping, nursing companions, and admin-

istrative positions.  Visit pinerun.org/careers for more information or call 215-340-5245 

to apply. 

Fun job!  Work outdoors!  Bucks County River Country is hiring for the summer season.  Call 215-

297-5000, email barb@rivercountry.net r visit www.rivercountry.net to apply or get more infor-

mation. 

Your local YMCA has opening for full– and part-time positions ranging from aquatics to summer camp.  If you’re 

looking for a place to start your career after graduation or a summer position, visit ymcabucks.org/employment 

for details and an application. 

Considering a service academy?   Start early!  Get good grades, be physically fit, 
a leader, and continue improving! 

The road to a future at a service academy can be daunting but, remember, just starting the process does NOT mean you 
must attend.  Like any college decision, you do not need to make it until the spring of your senior year.  So, while you do 
need to start early, nothing you do is binding. 
 

Freshman & Sophomore Year 

 Academics:  Get good grades, take challenging courses, focus on STEM activities, develop good study habits, take the PSAT 

 Leadership:  Participate in clubs, become a leader in those you belong to, find ways to serve, enroll in cadet programs 

 Physical:  Participate in sports, practice the Candidate Fitness Assessment events, run (lots), join JROTC 

 Requirements:  Visit every academy website to know the individual requirements—better to be prepared in advance than be behind later 

Junior Year 

 Take the PSAT again 

 Start application in January and continuously update 

 Explore the campuses you’re interested in 

 Apply for every congressional nomination for your state 

 Attend an academy’s summer leader’s experience or school 

 Keep copies of everything you upload to application 

 Take SATs and ACTs in December—continue taking often 

 Continue being a leader and staying fit 

 Set up a timeline for deadlines and all the specific steps needed 

Senior Year 

 Schedule an overnight visit in the fall 

 Monitor your cadet file for accuracy and completion 

Rite Aid has immediate positions available as runners and greeters.  Call your local Rite Aid or visit ca-

reers.riteaid.com to learn more about applying. 

Summer Activity Tip:  Most colleges offer some type of summer programs.  It could be a camp concentrated in a specific 

field of study or week-long seminars delving into special subject.  Visit a college you’re thinking about or that is nearby and 

check out what they may have available.  It’s a great way to learn about a future career or college pick! 

There are five U.S. Service Academies: 

 United States Military Academy (USMA) in West Point, New York (founded 1802) 

 United States Naval Academy (USNA) in Annapolis, Maryland (1845) 

 United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) in Colorado Springs, Colorado (1954) 

 United States Coast Guard Academy (USCGA) in New London, Connecticut (1876) 

 United States Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA) in Kings Point, New York (1943) 

 

In addition to the above schools, there are also Senior Military Colleges and Maritime 

Academies that offer post-high school opportunities for military education. 

http://www.pinerun.org/careers
http://www.rivercountry.net
https://www.ymcabucks.org/employment
https://photos.state.gov/libraries/kazakhstan/19452/pdfs/CFA_Instructions.pdf
https://careers.riteaid.com/
https://careers.riteaid.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Military_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Coast_Guard_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Merchant_Marine_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_senior_military_college
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/education/maritime-academies/maritime-academies
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/education/maritime-academies/maritime-academies


NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 

SEARCH SITES 

Naviance includes local, private, spe-
cialty, and college-specific scholar-
ships.  But there are literally thousands 
of national search websites to find 
billions of dollars in aid.  Click on a logo 
to visit individual websites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL  
REFERENCES 

There is a wealth of information on 
the subjects discussed in this news-
letter.  Here are some of the websites 
researched for this newsletter. 
 
14 Summer Activities to Boost My College 
Application 

Finding a Specialized Summer Program 

Navigate a Summer Job 

Summer Internships for HS Students 

College Rejection 

Handling Post-Graduate Sadness 

Mixed Emotions of HS Graduation 

ACT vs SAT: 11 Key Differences to Help 

You Pick the Right Test 

ACT vs SAT:  How to Decide 

23 SAT Tips You Must Use 

18 ACT Tips to Improve Your Score 

20 Things You Need to Know about Get-

ting into a Service Academy 

Service Academy Nomination Process 

Military Schools 

 

ORGANIZE YOURSELF! Click to visit these helpful 

websites 

Nine top calendar apps! -keep deadlines organized 

Campus Visit Scorecard –take notes as you visit 

-online resume and reference templates 

 

WEBSITES TO FIND A SUMMER JOB! 

Try keywords like “high school summer job”  or advertise your availa-

bility on social media. 

 

Click to access 
the only official 

(and free) site to file 

THE COLLEGE TOUR 
30-minute series features a different college 
tour each episode.  Real students talk about 
their colleges.  Even if you aren’t interested in 
these colleges, it may trigger questions you 
want to ask about your own choices! Availa-
ble below or on Amazon Prime. 

 
Florida Tech, Melbourne, FL 
Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO 
Arizona State University, multiple locations 
East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, TN 

If there’s graduate guidance you’d 

like to see in this newsletter, email 

guidance@plumsteadchristian.org. 

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/summer-activities-for-college-applications
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/summer-activities-for-college-applications
https://www.teenlife.com/
https://blog.collegevine.com/how-to-navigate-your-job-search-in-high-school/
https://mycollegeguide.org/blog/2018/12/summer-internships-for-high-school-students/#x3
https://www.niche.com/blog/how-to-deal-with-college-rejection/
https://www.choosingtherapy.com/high-school-graduation-depression-anxiety/
https://www.collegecovered.com/getting-into-college/mixed-emotions-high-school-graduation/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-vs-sat
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-vs-sat
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/act-vs-sat-how-to-decide-which-test-to-take
https://blog.prepscholar.com/sat-tips-and-tricks-you-must-use
https://blog.prepscholar.com/15-act-tips-and-tricks-to-improve-your-act-score
https://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/college/t014-s003-things-to-know-to-get-into-a-service-academy/index.html#:~:text=When%20compared%20to%20traditional%20colleges,writing%20samples%20and%20the%20like.
https://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/college/t014-s003-things-to-know-to-get-into-a-service-academy/index.html#:~:text=When%20compared%20to%20traditional%20colleges,writing%20samples%20and%20the%20like.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/service-academy-nominations/
https://www.todaysmilitary.com/education-training/military-schools
https://myscholly.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://www.chegg.com/scholarships
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx
https://collegeinfogeek.com/best-calendar-app/
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BF-campus-visit-score-card.pdf
zety.com
http://www.monster.com/
https://www.campchannel.com/Pennsylvania/summer_camp_jobs.cgi
https://www.acacamps.org/
https://www.snagajob.com/
http://www.indeed.com/
https://www.fit.edu/about/college-tour-show/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKkMOPm9_QU
https://yourfuture.asu.edu/college-tour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqHQwWFNvLk
mailto:guidance@plumsteadchristian.org
mailto:lkomita@plumsteadchristian.org
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

